John Legend Gives Mark Cuban a Lesson On Charity in Politics, 
But Still Misses the Mark 
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One of the lessons that capitalism can teach us is that government is a better vessel for helping suffering 
Americans than the private sector. Mark Cuban said the following on twitter: 


For those considering donating to Reps or Dems in the Georgia Senate run-offs, can you please re- 
consider and donate that money to your local foodbank and organizations that can help those without 
food or shelter? Lets put Americans in need above Politics. 


If Cuban’s argument was that both political parties are corrupt and donating either is a waste of money 
because no matter who wins no stimulus check is coming, | wouldn't fault his logic. But that is not what he is 
saying, which is clear from the last sentence. Politics is the art of the possible. Is it possible for the 
government to make sure every man, woman and child is well fed? Yes, it clearly is. The question is 
capability, but political will. John Legend echoes this sentiment, but misses the mark: 


| get that politics is annoying and contentious, but the bottom line is that the Senate flipping would be 
far more impactful than a food bank donation. We need massive stimulus and aid to individuals and 
small businesses. Government needs to do this. Charity isn’t sufficient. That being said, I'll be doing 
both. 
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Let’s get a few things straight. The corporate democrats who run the senate will not give any kind of 
meaningful stimulus to people, and if they do, lIl be surprised. By meaningful, | mean a UBI, Medicare for All 
and small business bailout for the duration of the pandemic no questions asked. Anything less is bread 
without circus. The Senate flipping would not change the fact that the democrats who run the party are not 
interesting in helping workers. If they were, they would've cheated Bernie Sanders out of the nomination 
twice in a row. However, Legend is correct in principle, and that is that charity is not sufficient. It is the duty of 
government to help those in need. We cannot rely on billionaires and corporations to do so. Capitalists and 
their defenders admit this economic system is interested solely in profit. If that is true, which is it obviously is, 
why would charity ever come from it? It makes no sense. 


But you see, neither Cuban nor Legend need any money. They’re both worth collectively billions of dollars. 
John Legend wants the Senate to flip so liberals are in charge as a sort of virtue signal, and Cuban wants 
government out of the business of helping people so he doesn’t have to pay taxes. In conclusion, Mark is 
right on no counts and Legend is right about what government should do, but wrong in his calculation that 
Democrats will or are the ones to do it. | cordially invite Democrats to prove me wrong. 


PS: And no, John Legend did not suggest as some have tried to insinuate, that he believes donating to 
campaigns is more important than food donations. His point is that when government helps people in need, it 
is much more broadly effective than an individual or private action. 
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